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Every year the Alaska Association of School Librarians searches for people who are working to make a 
difference in the lives of students through school libraries. During the annual Alaska Library Association 
Conference three people are given awards – the School Librarian of the Year, the School Library Staff of 
the Year, and the Linda K. Barrett Service Award. These honors represent a high level of gratitude for 
dedication, sacrifice, and service to the students and teachers across the state.  

The 2017 award winners follows:  

AkASL School Librarian of the Year - for excellent focus on student needs, development, encouraging 
life-long learning as well as programming, and collaboration with other professionals: Carrie Day, Library 
Media Specialist for the Matanuska-Susitna School District in Wasilla, Alaska. 

Carrie has been instrumental in increasing technology access and support to students and faculty by 
offering instruction and support as well as excellent programming. Her technology programs bridge 
learning with play, offering students the chance to learn important information literacy as well as digital 
citizenship. 

Carrie offers students fun opportunities to play and learn through reading incentive programs. She is 
dedicated to instilling a love of reading in students through building up the Battle of the Books in the 
Matsu-Susitna School District. She has served as both coach as well as statewide middle school level 
coordinator for BoB.  

You can read more about Carrie Day here: http://daymultimedia.weebly.com/  

AkASL School Library Staff of the Year – This award is offered to those library staff members who 
currently work in a school library position but without a school librarian endorsement or are classified staff 
working with or without a school librarian. Awardees demonstrate their involvement by sharing and 
supporting peers across Alaska and at home. We are happy to offer this award to: Leigh Horner.  

Leigh has worked to support the full-time classified librarian in the Haines School District for more than 
ten years. She has demonstrated a clear understanding and responsiveness to the needs of both 
students and staff. Leigh has worked hard to bring together emerging concepts of multiple literacies in her 
district by introducing students to video production and green screen technologies. Her program growth in 
this and other areas is sustained through her grant writing and fund raising activities such as the James 
Patterson and Scholastic Reading Club Grant.  

AkASL Linda K. Barrett Service Award – The L.K.B. Service Award goes to AkASL member librarians 
who have “demonstrated outstanding service to the school library profession” and “has provided 
significant services to both state and local activities.”   

This year we honor Dona Helmer for her long-term service to the entire state of Alaska. She has been 
instrumental in Alaska libraries by traveling long distances to establish village libraries. She has been the 
receiver of the I Love My Librarian Award in 2015. As well as being a former president of AkASL, Dona 
has been involved with various ALA boards and committees such as the Newbery and Caldecott 
committees, the Reference Books Bulletin Advisory Board, and the Seibert Award Committee. She has 
created amazing programs for her school which include teaching students to cook on a budget, getting 
students involved in Read for the Record, and instilling in students a sense of life-long learning through 
reading and research. Dona has previously been awarded the Alaska School Librarian of the Year Award 
in 2013. 
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